
Did you know there are 30 million bug species on our planet? Buzz through the galleries 

on a search for beautiful butterflies, bulky beetles, and brilliant bees. Artists have carved, 

sculpted, and painted bugs all over the Museum. 

Find your way to Gallery 209 on Level 2 in Art of the Ancient World.

BUGS
ART  CONNECT IONS   >  Recommended for all ages

Colossal Statue of King Aspelta  
(Gallery 209)

Find this ten-foot tall statue! Look near its feet to find your  
first bug. 

The bug carved on the base of the statue is a bee hieroglyph. 
Hieroglyphs are signs that stand for letters or for whole words.  
The bee hieroglyph tells us this man was a king. This is a statue 
of King Aspelta, who lived over 2,600 years ago and ruled over 
the land Kush in a part of Africa now known as Sudan. 

 > Look closely at the tiny carved bee hieroglyph. What do  
you notice? Draw the bee hieroglyph that you found. 

Travel back through Gallery 209 to the Rotunda.  
Go through Gallery 250 and then take a right 
toward Gallery 241. 

Plate (Gallery 241) 

Can you find this plate with a large 
fish on it? It is covered with green 
leaves, flowers, and bugs! This plate 
was made in England about 260 
years ago. It is made out of fine  
white clay called porcelain. 

 > There are five painted bugs on this plate. 
Can you find them all? 

The Egyptians kept beehives as early as 3000 BC and honey 
was regularly used to sweeten food in ancient times. 

FUN FACT:  Honeybees fly at 15 miles per hour!

 > Explore the rest of the gallery. There is another king in this 
gallery. Find the bee hieroglyph on the front of his body. 

FUN FACT: 
Butterflies have taste 
receptors on their feet,  
so they can taste using  
their feet!

 > Look around and see 
what other bugs you  
can find in this gallery.

 > Which bugs would  
you want on your  
dinner plate? Sketch 
your buggy dinner  
plate to the right. 

>

Look closely  
for the bee.



The Diana and Stag sculpture is an automaton (pronounced aw-tom-uh-ton ), a machine 
that can move by itself. This automaton moves by a wind-up motor inside the base.  

At parties, people poured wine  
into the large deer, wound up the 
machine with a key, and then let it 
roam around their dinner tables.  
When the automaton stopped, the 
nearest guest picked up the deer  
and drank the wine. 

To see this automaton in action,  
check out the touch screen below!
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Go back to the staircase by Gallery 248, head downstairs, and take 
a right to make your way to the Kunstkammer Gallery, 143.

Diana and Stag Automaton (Gallery 143)

There are many interesting artworks in this Kunstkammer (pronounced koonst-kahm-er ),  
a special room for art. In the 1600s European royalty collected objects and displayed them in rooms 
like this to show to their friends and family. Explore this gallery to find the Diana and Stag automaton. 

When you find it, look closely to see the bugs—they are very small! The bugs on this automaton  
are beetles. Do they look like beetles you’ve seen before? There are more than 300,000 different 
types of beetles in the world!

After your visit  
B U G  H U N T ! 

Go on a hunt for real bugs when you leave the 

Museum. Look down low to find insects like 

caterpillars and ants, and scan the skies for 

butterflies and moths! Sketch the bugs you find.

FUN FACT:  Fireflies are a type of beetle that glow in the dark to communicate with each other.
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